PRAY EVERY DAY August 14, 2022 Resource

Household Prayer: Morning*
	Lord of Life, we greet you this new day sustained by the great cloud of witnesses who praise your name. Help us to lay aside any burden or distraction that might prevent us from fully serving you this day. Give us perseverance and joy so that we may come to the end of the day confident in your presence and aware of your blessings. Amen.

The Bishop Sharma Lewis Read the Bible in 2022 Challenge (One Year Bible Reading Plan)
	You may find this plan on the Virginia Annual Conference website https://vaumc.org or pick up a copy at KUMC.

The Bible in a Year with KUMC
	This plan is available at KUMC and on the church website. This plan can be started at anytime. 

Small Group or personal study
· What was your furthest moment from God this week?
· What was your closet moment to God this week?
· Read Judges 4—5
· God works with people and through people to bring the salvation, peace, and hope of God to the earth. In the story of Deborah we see it is not just God working through her. Deborah is faithful to God: a judge, a respected leader, obedient. God will not bring salvation through Deborah alone. Deborah was to call Barak and give him directions from God. When God calls us to be disciples and make disciples of Jesus we are not called to this work alone. God joins us with the Church, which is the Body of Christ. What temptations do you face to do faith, Christianity, or ministry by yourself?
· Israel had been “cruelly oppressed” for 20 years. That is a long time. King Jabin and his general Sisera also had a huge advantage with 900 iron chariots when few in Israel had any weapons at all. When Deborah brought the word of God it would take faith indeed to believe that conditions could change. What oppression, idolatry, or sin have you (or the church or society) suffered under for a long time so that it might be hard to believe that God could bring deliverance from it?
· Barak was willing to respond to the word of God but wanted Deborah to go with him. Deborah did not just give God’s word and let Barak take care of the rest. Deborah left her palm tree and place of judging and journeyed with Barak and some of the tribes of Israel to where God was sending them. How might you be like Deborah in this case where someone needs you to come alongside and go with them where you might have to leave your “palm tree”? How might you be like Barak where you know what God desires for you to do but you need to reach out to someone to help you?
· Deborah told Barak that the glory for victory over Sisera would not go to him but to a woman. Jael who would be that woman, was not even part of their team yet. Similarly, Judges 4—5 notes that not all the tribes joined in the fight until later after the defeat of Sisera (4:24). Deborah and Barak go forward in God’s promise with pieces needed for the final victory not yet present (Jael and all of Israel). Our church, Keezletown UMC is looking ahead to Sunday School and small groups so people may be grow and live in faith in Jesus together. The congregation still needs teachers, assistants to help with hospitality and groups, and people willing to share in the Christian life together in fellowship, prayer, growing in study, and sharing the love of Jesus in mission and ministry together. This connected life is one where the glory, work, and ways of Jesus Christ are shared. We don’t do it alone. Fill out and turn in a Small Group / Sunday School Survey to indicate how you are willing to be a part of Sunday School or a small group this Fall.

Spend time in silence		
Prayer for others and yourself	
The Lord’s Prayer

Share the Love of Jesus because It’s All about Relationships
	How will you or how did you share the love of Jesus with neighbor today with no strings attached? Write it down and share it this week in small group for support and prayer.

Household Prayer: Evening*
	God of Hope, confirm for us at the close of this day the fulfillment of your promise of provision. Release our concerns for things done and left undone. Give us your peace so that we rise refreshed to serve you with openness and love. Amen.

*Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2012.
