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A New Year Thought: 

The Mood of Christmas by Howard Thurman   

“When the song of the angels is stilled, When the star in the sky is gone, When the 

kings and princes are home, When the shepherds are back with their flock, The work of 

Christmas begins:  To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the hungry, To release 

the prisoner, To rebuild the nations, To bring peace among people, To make music in 

the heart.” 



================================================================================== 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Feb 2         Clint Martin       Feb 18          Nancy Armentrout  
Feb 3         John Phalen                     Feb 18          Kahlyn Smith 
Feb 3         Caleb Combs                     Feb 20          Courtney Sacra 
Feb 4         Alexander Mansfield       Feb 22          Rick Layman 
Feb 7         Lynn Siler                                   Feb 22          Reese Pellegrin   
Feb 7         Steve Suter                      Feb 22          Noland Suter    
Feb 9         Cole Liskey        Feb 23          Joe Johnson Jr   
Feb 10       Kevin Mason                      Feb 23          Loretta Eklund 
Feb 13       Flossie Walters       Feb 23          Steve Zylich  
Feb 14       Noah Robinette                     Feb 24          Stephanie Liskey 
Feb 17       Ken Thomas                                   Feb 25          David Nankivell   
                                     Feb 28          Tyler Sacra      
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES    
Feb 12, 1993   Joseph & Melissa Johnson      27 years 
Feb 16, 1972        Allen & Sharon Martin            48 years 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OR MORE :  CONGRATULATIONS to church family couples  

that have been married  40 or more years in Febr uary: 

Allen & Sharon Martin on Feb 16 th  for 48 years  

           Best wishes from your KUMC family. May you have many more.  
============================================================================== 
FEBRUARY DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Feb 9th  Covered dish meal after worship to celebrate Valentine’s day 
Feb 23rd Italian buffet after worship by UMW with freewill offering for Relay team 
Feb 26th ASH Wednesday Supper and Service at 6:30 p.m. 
===================================================================================== 

KUMC’s 2019 Accomplishments, Challenges, and Activities 
Church family: KUMC Facebook page shares pictures of events, and dates of upcoming events; hand out 
Welcome envelopes to visitors; have worship CD’s available for homebound; altar flowers every Sunday; 
creative covers on the bulletins drawn by church family members; tulips and lilies in honor and memory 
at the front of the church on Apr 21st Easter Sunday; geraniums in honor and memory on Pentecost 
Sunday June 9th; instituted new Safety rules beginning in Sept; attended Hannah’s Encounter Charge 
Conference on Oct 12th; Laity Sunday on Oct 20th; Veterans recognized Nov 10th worship; Poinsettias 
purchased in honor and memory during Christmas 
Special Outreach: Love Your Neighbor Evangelism 
Special Recognition:  Celebrated 100 editions of Newsletter; New Church directories completed and 
distributed Mar 31st; a Special Time of Remembrance was held on Apr 14th for Leigh Thomas, son of Ken 
Thomas; fresh flowers filled the metal cross outside the church on Easter Sunday Apr 21st; celebrated 
the ladies of the church on Mother’s Day on May 12th; recognized Keezletown men and women who lost 
their lives during wars in May 26th worship; blessed Conference kits on June 9th; celebrated the Men of 
the Church on Father’s Day June 16th; celebrated Don Clatterbuck in the July newsletter; Rev Doug Akers 
and Rev Dennis Perry were recognized as having retired; Blessing of the Backpacks and returning 
students, teachers, etc on Aug 18th; blessing of “Undie Sunday” collection for Mission Central on Aug 
18th; Staff Parish recognized Lay speakers for KUMC on Sept 24th; Children participated in Children’s 
Sabbath on Oct 13th; a remembrance, tribute, and blessing were given for the old church organ on Oct 



20th; Dale Dodrill was recognized at 2019 District conference for his leadership with lay service; UMW 
Special Recognition pen was presented to Jenny Dillard on Nov 17th for her backpack program work  
Sunday school special studies: “Who Is the Holy Spirit?”; “A Disciple’s Path”; “Christian Beliefs”;  
Worship: CD’s for Homebound; “Encounter” for grades 1-5 during Worship service; Baptismal Covenant 
reaffirmation on Jan 20th; Confirmation and Baptism for six folks on June 2nd  
Website:  allows visitors to hear up to four sermons, and read up to twelve newsletters (and archives) 
Message Series: “Voices of Lent”; “Who Is Christ For?”; “A Letter from Paul”; “The Gospel of Luke”; 
“Matthew”  
Messages:  “Wise Seeking and Gifting”; “Christian Baptism”; “The Body of Christ”; “The Way of Love”; 
“Sermon on the Plain”; “Love Like Jesus”; “God’s Call to Listen”; “Moses said, ‘Remember Who You 
Are’”; “Abram Believed”; “Joshua and First Steps in Promised Land”; “Mary’s Actions Louder Than 
Words”;  “Isaiah Sang of the Unconquered Servant”; “Looking for Jesus in Wrong Place”; “Christ for 
Saul”; Christ for Tabitha”; Christ for the Gentiles”; “Christ for Macedonians”;  “Christ for the Captives”; 
“Christ for All”; “Get God”; “Get to Know You”; “Get Your Mind Set”; “Get Rooted”; “Get Dressed”; 
“Treasure Misplaced”; “Treasure Gift”; “The Daily Cross”; “Low Places, Unrepayable Graces”; “On 
Welcoming Onesimus”; “When Things Are Lost”; “The Shrewd Money Manager”; “Mustard Seed Faith”; 
“To Seek Out and Save the Lost”; “Praising God Well”; “Two Prayers, One Justified”; “Resurrection 
Questions”; “What Endures”; “King on the Cross”; “Christ Strangely Easy to Miss”; “Christ Readiness 
Beyond Ritual”; “Christ Uncertainty in the Faithful”; “Christ and Mary Dismissed and Reclaimed”; 
“Treasure in the Manger” 
Special Messages:  Leonard Williams spoke on Feb 10th on “Making Every Day Valentine’s Day”; Liz 
McCammon spoke on “Christian Action” on UMW Sunday Mar 24th; “Tears Transformed by 
Resurrection” at sunrise service on Apr 21st; Dale Dodrill spoke on “Run to Finish” for the Service of 
Hope on Apr 28th; “Honoring Your Father, but Don’t Forget Your Heavenly Father” by Dave Nankivell on 
June 16th; on July 14th Mac Coffman spoke on “What’s In Your Wallet (Heart)?”; Evalyn Campbell 
witnessed on Aug 4th about how “God Rides With Me”;  Scott Dillard spoke on “Too Busy For Jesus” on 
UMM Sunday Sept 29th;  John & Florence NDay, UMC missionaries from Mozambique spoke on Oct 7th; 
Ken Thomas spoke on Oct 20th on “Lay Speaker Responsibilities”; Leigha Dillard witnessed on Nov 10th 
about her leadership in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes at SHS; Christmas Eve: “Treasure in the 
Manger”; Mary Nankivell recited “The Christmas Guest on Dec 15th and 22nd, and “A Letter to Santa” on 
Dec 22nd; BJ Smith spoke on Dec 29th on “God’s Gifts: Let the Blessings Flow” 
Special Guests: Rebecca Sprague danced interpretively during choir anthem on Jan 27th; Howard Good 
gave a witness on “How I Got to Know Jesus” on May 5th; Camp counsellors from Camp Overlook sang 
“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” on June 2nd; Chloe Robinette played two hymns on her recorder 
on June 16th; Haiden Dillard played “Opus No 55 Kuhlau Sonatina” from memory on June 30th for 
worship; Sharon, Karen, and Makenna sang “Have You Seen Jesus My Lord?” on Aug 18th; InMotion 
Summer Praise Dance group performed on Aug 25th; Ryan Sprague sang the prelude with his guitar on 
Nov 10th; Haiden Dillard played “Carol of the Bells” for prelude on Dec 22nd 
Special Meetings: Evening Prayer for Gen Conf held Feb 24th-26th; District Lay Servant Dinner on Oct 16th  
Prayer:  EMP every Monday morning; Courageous Warriors for Christ meet 2 times per month; prayer 
baskets passed each Sunday; Love Your Neighbor Evangelism Trial; had different church family members 
praying over the Prayer and Peace Candle each week; held National Day of Prayer at church on May 2nd 
Bible Study:  “The New Testament You Never Knew”; “Short Stories by Jesus”; “Simon Peter”; “Reckless 
Love”; “A Brief Study of the History of the Church”; “Fierce”  
Special Study: Bishop Lewis’s “2019 Bible reading Challenge” distributed; Pastor Joel attended the Royce 
& Jane Reynolds Program in Church Leadership Training in North Carolina 
Training: attended Spring Lay Servants training on Mar 30th  



United Methodist Men: 5 men attended Annual Tri-District Retreat at Blessings Lodge Jan 4th-5th; served 
Lenten meal Mar 13th; served Pancake meal on Mar 16th; served Tenderloin/Fried Catfish meal on May 
2nd; served a Barb-B-Que Chicken lunch to the church family on Aug 4th; attended District UMM Rally at 
Furnace UMC on Sept 19th; led the Worship service on Sept 29th; held Church picnic at Camp Overlook 
on Sept 29th; held Tenderloin/Fried Catfish meal on Oct 12th;  hosted the annual widows/widowers 
Christmas dinner at Blessings Lodge on Dec 8th; sponsored a potato bar after worship for a community 
family in financial need on Dec 22nd  
United Methodist Women: Kendra Dodrill spoke on FCCLA at the Jan meeting; served Keezletown 
Ruritans on Jan 7th; sponsored the Soup/Bake Sale on Feb 8th; attended Spiritual Life Retreat on Mar 2nd; 
started a “Read a book” table;  served Keezletown Ruritans dinner on Mar 4th; observed Call to Prayer 
and Self Denial at Mar 7th meeting; bought snacks for RAM clinic on Mar 2nd-3rd; led Worship service on 
Mar 24th; attended District Evening Together and toured Mission Central on Apr 4th; served Mt Crawford 
Ruritan dinner on May 1st; Ladies night out on June 6th at Macado’s Restaurant; held August 
picnic/meeting at Wildwood Park in Bridgewater on Aug 1st; held Pledge meeting on Sept 5th; attended 
District UMW Prayer Breakfast on Sept 7th; served Keezletown Ruritans Sept 9th; served missionary 
speakers meal on Oct 7th; hosted and served District UMW annual meeting on Oct 10th; prepared 
cobblers for Adam Ford wedding reception on Oct 19th; fed Mt Crawford Ruritans Nov 6th; participated in 
the World Thank Offering at meeting Nov 7th;  sponsored a bazaar table at Election day meal; attended 
District UMW Looking Ahead Together meeting Nov 9th; decorated sanctuary Nov 26th; Christmas dinner 
and meeting on Dec 5th; bought for 5 CRES children for Christmas thru the Salvation Army; served 
Wayland Women’s Christmas dinner on Dec 7th; served Republican’s Christmas Dinner on Dec 16th; 
sponsored the Baby Shower for Jesus in Dec 
CAOS Youth: sponsored a “Love Luncheon” on Feb 10th; had dinner out together on Feb 16th; led “Youth 
Sunday” on Nov 10th  
Relay Team:  Joe Liskey made metal flowers to sell; made 325 candy eggs to sell on Apr 11th-12th; served 
Easter Sunrise breakfast on Apr 21st; led the Service of Hope on Apr 28th; participated in Relay for Life on 
May 10th; served the 1956 Dayton High School class reunion on July 20th; served Mt Crawford Ruritan 
Christmas dinner on Dec 4th 
Mission Events: Served Open Doors Thermal Shelter folks at Vision of Hope UMC on Jan 30th; Rise 
Against Hunger on Mar 17th; “Undie Sunday” on Aug 18th collected 600 pairs of underwear and 400 pairs 
of socks for Mission Central; Baby Shower for Jesus throughout Dec for Dec 24th for Mission Central   
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes: Nov 24th, blessed 112 shoeboxes  
Kingsway Ministry: served once a month: Feb 14th; Mar 21st; Apr 18th; May 16th; donations from UMW 
and UMM; served July 11th; Aug 22nd; Sept 19th; Oct 17th; Nov 14th; and Dec 19th. 
Change Collection on 5th Sundays: Mar 31st for conference kits; June 30th for Henry Fork; Sept 29th for 
Mission Central; Dec 29th for “The Lord Provides” 
Special Services: Baptismal Covenant reaffirmation on Jan 20th; Maundy Thursday at St Jacob’s Lutheran 
church on Apr 18th; Good Friday at Trinity Lutheran church on Apr 19th; Easter Sunrise service at the 
cemetery on Apr 21st; Outdoor Worship service June 23rd recognizing VBS; participated in Community 
Thanksgiving Service at St Jacobs Lutheran Church on Nov 24th; “Hanging of the Greens” on Dec 1st; 
potluck dinner and Christmas hymn sing held on Dec 18th; Christmas Eve service on Dec 24th  
Lent Services: Ash Wednesday service was Mar 6th w/Pastor Joel administering the ashes; Bishop Bob 
Humphrey spoke on “Building Bridges” on Mar 13th; Priest Donna Scott spoke on Community of Hope on 
Mar 20th; Abbas Rawoot  of the Islamic faith spoke on our belief similarities on Mar 27th; on Apr 1st, 
Alysha Shakora, an Islamic woman, spoke on the misconceptions of women in the Islamic faith; Dr Mark 
Theisen Nation talked about “Reflections on the Psalms” on Apr 10th 



WOW (Witness on Wednesday) Services: Oct 7th the UMW served the meal and John Nday and his wife 
Florence, our missionaries from Mozambique spoke on his work in Cambine; Oct 23rd was a potluck 
dinner with Karen Harris, a KUMC member speaking on how God has walked with her   
Camp Overlook: Four Summer campers: Asher Deets, Gabe Deets, Mikey Flesher, and McKenzie Flesher   
Salvation Army:  a class, group, or individuals served a dinner meal on the 3rd Saturday of each month 
Community/Mission: maintain Facebook page and Web page for church; vowed covenant with 
missionary John Nday; sponsorship of Back Pack Program for CRES and MMS children Sept ’18 thru May 
’19; collecting food items for a Massanutten Food Pantry each month; collect items for conference kits; 
served Salvation Army meal once a month; Bookbags of Hope collections; diaper drive during March for 
Mission Central; collected three offerings for Rise Against Hunger; served Open Doors on Mar 28th; 
assisted in cleaning up the Keezletown cemetery; Harvest Party and Hayride on Oct 27th; Trunk or Treat 
on Nov 1st; Election Day lunch on Nov 5th; Choir invited to sing at Emmanuel Church of the Brethren 
Community Christmas Program on Dec 1st; collected for 20 Angel Tree children at Christmas; 
rang the Salvation Army kettle bells at Red Front on Dec 14th  
Vacation Bible School: “Roar-Life is Wild—God is Good” June 17th-21st, with 19 children; $600.00 
collected for Children International supporting children in Zambia Africa    
New Advent Traditions: Dec 1st-24th read one chapter of Luke each night; Dec 1st thru 24th add a food 
item as listed to mission box; Instead of Elf, have Mary and Joseph travel around house til Christmas Eve, 
when Jesus appears, then Wise men travel around 
Conference: 56 school kits, 46 health kits, and 13 flood buckets prepared; collected special offering of 
$400.00 on June 9th  
Church/Parsonage repairs & maintenance: repaired the driveway in front of the garage on May 3rd; 
repairs to the upper floor of the parsonage were completed in Sept; repairs to the water grate and 
gutters in the garden were made in Sept; new Z-turn mower and push mower purchased for church; 
garden and drain repair by Mac Coffman, Scott Dodrill and Jim Dillard; Carol Sacra weeded and power 
washed the garden brick; Shreckhise Landscape and Design landscaped the garden on Nov 24th; new 
organ received on Nov 24th  
Weddings and Babies: Brandon & Charlotte Bahle wed Jan 1st; Emmalyn Dean on Aug 15th; Harper Lynn 
Hall on Sept 10th; Ezekeil Riddle on Oct 2nd; Adam & Kelly Ford wed Oct 19th  
New members: Ryan Scott Sprague, William Jeffrey Painter, Eli Morgan Bowman, Macie Jean Heishman, 
Noah Bailey Robinette, Lataya Erica-Anne Wigington; Richard Higgs; David Clements 
Graduates:  Andrew Coffman, Allyse Dillard, Makenna Eppard, Scott Liskey, Laura Wamsley, Brian Zylich,  
Julie Zylich, and Sean Zylich  
Over 50 years of marriage in 2019: Toby & Mary Jane Propst; Frank & Carolyn Baker; Joe & Elinor Botkin 
Sr;  Kennis & Carolyn Armentrout; Al & Jackie Liskey; Robert & Janice Smith; Rev Bill & Barbara Fisher; 
Richard & Faye Higgs; Bruce & Barbara Hoover; Dale & Lula Belle Dodrill; Jim & Carol Dillard; Gary & 
Barbara Heatwole; David & Mary Nankivell; Noland & Marion Suter; and  John & Virginia Phalen.   
Proud of: Captain Margie Martin was promoted to Major Martin on Mar 29th; Makenna Eppard was 
recertified on Apr 1st in the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians; Kendra Dodrill gave a 
winning speech in VA Beach for FCCLA on Apr 4th; Kendra Dodrill traveled to Italy & Spain June 17th-25th; 
On June 28th, Kendra Dodrill traveled to the FCCLA National Leadership Conference in California and 
received a Gold medal in her event;  Leah Siler, Joseph & Jacob Welsh, and Austyn & Andrea Crisman all 
participated and placed at the County Fair; Kendra Dodrill was named President of the TA FCCLA; SHS 
Cheer Team were Valley District Champs, finished 6th in State; Leigha Dillard was named to All District 
and All Region Team.  
God has again blessed us in 2019; let us continue to be His hands and feet in 2020. 
=====================================================================================

__       ***DECEMBER EVENTS THAT HAPPENED***______________  



CHRISTMAS SING AND DINNER: On Dec 18th, twenty six church family and guests met at the 

church for a potluck dinner with chicken casserole, fried oysters, green beans, broccoli casserole, corn 
pudding, a cheese platter, cheesy mashed potatoes, rolls, banana bread, and all kinds of yummy 
desserts, as well as coffee and tea. After Pastor Joel welcomed everyone and prayed, we began by 
singing a few Christmas carols.  Then we enjoyed food, fellowship, and more singing afterwards. The 
highlight of the evening was Pastor Joel doing his stationary dance to Makenna playing ñLucy and Linusò 
from the Charlie Brown Christmas program.  It was another lovely way to celebrate the love that Jesus 
gave us when He came on Christmas day by lifting our voices in praise to His birth.   

TWO MEALS SERVED: On Dec 19th, Karen, with monies from the UMW and UMM, purchased Costco 

sandwich wraps, chips, and apple pie to serve the Kingsway Outreach Ministry.  On Dec 21st, Darryl and 

Ann fed approximately 20 folks at the Salvation Army, who were very appreciative of the Christmas meal 

of pork tenderloin with gravy, green beans, baked apples, and bread.  

JESUSõ BIRTHDAY PARTY: During Sunday school on Dec 22nd everyone met in the Social Hall 

to celebrate Jesusõ Birthday.  His cake has 4 layersñwhite, light brown or 

red, yellow, and dark brown ñrepresenting the races of mankind.  

Between each layer and around  the  entire cake, fluffy white icing 

represents Godõs love binding all of his creation to each other and to Him.  

A green circle with red dots is placed around the top edge of the cake ñ

green representing Mary and peace, a symbol of the Incarnation; red drops 

foretell Christõs blood at the Crucifixion.  òHappy Birthday Jesusó and the 

present year is written on the top to show how long ago He was born.  In the center, a tiny (toy) 

infant rests upon a bed of toasted coconut.  Placed in the top of the ca ke is a single lighted candle, 

reminding us of Jesus, the Light of the world.  After the candle is lit, all present sing the birthday 

song.  Jeb Painter blew out the candle and was given the infant to keep.  Refreshments and 

fellowship followed.  

4th Sunday of Advent Worship: The Sunday before Christmas, Dec 22nd, worship service was led by 
Leonard Williams with the welcome, announcements, and opening prayer.  Haiden Dillard played the 
lovely “Chorus of the Bells” as the prelude, as Kendra and Leigha lit the candles. “Arise, Shine” was sung 
by the choir.  The Advent Candle “Christ the Way” was presented and lit by Chloe Robinette, followed by 
the “Light the Advent Candle” verse 4.  Passing the peace preceded the singing by the church family of 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” and “To a Maid Engaged to Joseph”. Mary Nankivell recited “The Christmas 
Guest”, followed by the choir presenting “How Great Our Joy/Joy to the World”. Diana then read the 
“Jeremiah T Mouse” Christmas story, followed by Mary Nankivell reciting “A Letter to Santa Claus”.  
Leonard read the gospel lesson from Matt 1:18-25, the angel visit to Joseph reaffirming to take Mary as 
his wife and raise Jesus as his son. Pastor Joel then spoke on “Christ and Mary Dismissed and 
Reclaimed”, in which he told us of Joseph’s apprehension, affirmation, and willingness to take 
responsibility for Mary and Jesus.  Are we open to God’s decisions and willing to pray before making 
decisions?  Morning Prayer, and the gathering of Offerings and Prayer Partners, as Diana played “Little 
Drummer Boy” (in memory of Dorothy Deeds), followed the message.  “Angels from the Realms of 
Glory” rang out as the closing hymn, and Leonard gave the benediction.  Many “Merry Christmas!” 
greetings were heard as we departed.   

Supporting a Family in Need with a Potato Bar: After Worship on Dec 22nd, the United Methodist 

Men's group served a free-will potato bar lunch to help support a community family, who is dealing with 

cancer, and going through a difficult time in this holiday season, by reaching out and showing Godés love 

in brightening, supporting, and showing care in a time of need.  Thank you to all those who donated items, 

participated in the potato  bar, and especially to those of you who stuck around to help clean up after the 

meal as we all had places to be and things to do.  We raised $1,000, which, along with potatoes, was 

delivered to a very appreciative family (æThis could not have come at a better timeç was their response, 

along with tears).  So many of us have many things to be thankful for and many times we lose sight that 



others may be going through trying times, even at a time of joy and happiness.   We appreciate the 

support and love of the church family in our effort to spread holiday cheer.    

¢˨ĖÙÀĚĥĖÙ íĀ À _ÀĀçÙĖ˩ˊ  On Christmas Eve, Dec 24th, 45 church family and community folks gathered 

Àġ ʼˊʴʴ ēːÿː ġĆ ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġÙ ġëÙ Āíçëġ Ćæ VÙĚĥĚ˫ ÌíĖġëː 2íÀĀÀ ĆēÙĀÙÓ ġëÙ ĚÙĖıíÎÙ Ĳíġë ˨2Ć ·Ćĥ KÙÀĖ µëÀġ M
KÙÀĖˑ˩ ÀĚ ġëÙ ēĖÙúĥÓÙ ĆĀ ġëÙ ēíÀĀĆː sÀĚġĆĖ VĆÙú ĲÙúÎĆÿÙÓ Àúúˋ ÀĀÓ -ÀĖĆúˋ ēúÀĴíĀç ġëÙ Ćrgan, led us in 
˨ ĀçÙúĚ µÙ KÀıÙ KÙÀĖÓ ĆĀ Kíçë˩ˋ æĆúúĆĲÙÓ ÌĴ 2íÀĀÀ úÙÀÓíĀç ˨¢ëÙ EíĖĚġ `ĆÙú˩ˋ ˨GĆĆÓ -ëĖíĚġíÀĀ EĖíÙĀÓĚ
vÙöĆíÎÙ˩ˋ ˨VĆĴ ġĆ ġëÙ µĆĖúÓ˩ˋ ÀĀÓ -ÀĖĆú ÀçÀíĀ úÙÓ Ĳíġë ˨µëÀġ -ëíúÓ MĚ ¢ëíĚˑ˩ː sÀĚġĆĖ VĆÙú ĖÙÀÓ Zĥ÷Ù ʶˊʵ- 20, 
VÙĚĥĚ˫ ÌíĖġëˋ ÀĀÓ ĚēĆ÷Ù ĆĀ ˨¢ĖÙÀĚĥĖÙ íĀ À _ÀĀçÙĖ˩ˋ ġëÙ ĚġĆĖĴ Ćæ VÙĚĥĚ ÌíĖġëˋ ġëÙ ÀĀçÙú ÀĀÓ ĚëÙēëÙĖÓĚ
visits, and what this tiny Baby means to each of us.  He also talked about how Mary had nothing, and the 
çÙĀÙĖĆĚíġĴ Ćæ ġëÙ ÎëĥĖÎë æÀÿíúĴ æĆĖ VÙĚĥĚ˫ +ÀÌĴ ĚëĆĲÙĖ ÀĀÓ Àúú Ćæ ġëÙ çíæġĚ úĴíĀç at the manger that 
ĲĆĥúÓ ëÙúē ĀÙĲÌĆĖĀĚ íĀ ġëÙ ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ ġëĖĆĥçë _íĚĚíĆĀ -ÙĀġĖÀúː -ÀĖĆú ġëÙĀ úÙÓ ĥĚ íĀ ˨¢ëÙ EĖíÙĀÓúĴ
+ÙÀĚġĚ˩ ÀĀÓ ˨f ZíġġúÙ ¢ĆĲĀ Ćæ +ÙġëúÙëÙÿ˩ː -ĆÿÿĥĀíĆĀ æĆúúĆĲÙÓ Ĳíġë sÀĚġĆĖ VĆÙúˋ VÙĀĀˋ -ëúĆÙˋ ÀĀÓ vÙı
Dave Nankivell administering the sacra ÿÙĀġĚˋ ÀĚ ˨ ĲÀĴ íĀ À _ÀĀçÙĖ˩ ĲÀĚ ēúÀĴÙÓ ÌĴ 2íÀĀÀː -úĆĚíĀç Ćĥġ
ġëÙ ĚÙĖıíÎÙ ĲÀĚ ġëÙ -ÀĀÓúÙ ZíçëġíĀç ÀĚ ĲÙ ĚÀĀç ˨zíúÙĀġ `íçëġˋ KĆúĴ `íçëġ˩ː µëÀġ À ÌÙÀĥġíæĥú Ěíçëġ ġĆ ĚÙÙ
the Light of Jesus filling the room as the dismissal blessing was given and we departed  to celebrate the 
Birth of our Savior.   

  MERRY CHRISTMASñTHANK YOU JESUS  
I think as you grow older, your Christmas list gets smaller and the things you really 

want for the holidays can’t be bought.   –From The Soul  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

CHRISTMAS PICTURES 

         
 Matching sweaters      Wally and Santa    Dillard Christmas        Sprague Christmas     Harper Lynn                

        
Parker & Santa            Christmas òangelsó      Gingerbread train    Ryman Christmas       Growin too fast  

               
       Wise men seek Him Ringing  bells in Fla        Kitchen helpers      Beach Christmas & G-maõs 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

1st Sunday after Christmas: òTag Teamed by the Heavyweightsó on Dec 29th: As Pastor Joel 

enjoyed vacation time, Ken Thomasõs words about himself and BJ Smith brought laughter .  

With a welcome like that, you knew it would be a good day. After Kenõs opening prayer, the 

organ rang as Carol played òCome Thou Long Expected Jesusó and Leigha and Haiden lit the 

candles.  The choir opened with òIsnõt He?ó, followed by the church family with the jubilant 

òHark the Herald Angels Singó, voices raising along with the organ.  Ken prayed for Peace and 

asked all to Pass the Peace.  The lovely and most appropriate òThe Birthday of a Kingó was 

then sung by t he choir.  The children gathered as Diana told them of Georgie and two coins ñ



a very clean one and a very dirty one, which could only be cleaned by the perfect white cloth, 

referring to us and Jesusõ perfect forgiveness.   Joseph, Leah, Carson, and little Waylon (with 

Joshõs help) gathered the 5th Sunday change collection for òThe Lord Providesó, a generous 

total of $134.50.  Ken read the Epistle Lesson from Ephesians 1:1-8, a praise for Spiritual 

blessings through Christ.  BJ then spoke on being blessed, ho w we take our blessings for 

granted, going to God in times of struggle, but forgetting to be thankful in times of joy.  Each 

struggle brings us closer to Jesus and we need to spend time each day just thanking Him. 

Thankful voices sang òIt Came Upon a Midnight Clearó before the Morning Prayer, led by 

Ken. The organ sounded almost like a calliope as Carol played òA Joyous Mornó for the 

collection of offerings and prayer partners.  The perfect song to depart on, òJoy to the 

Worldó, was our closing hymn, with voices ringing.  Ken gave the benediction and both 

gentlemen greeted the church family as they left  an uplifting and joyful service .   

THANK YOU! Thank you Church family.  In Nov and Dec, you have stepped up and given 112 
shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child; 32 beautiful poinsettias to brighten Worship each 
Sunday; filled the wishes of 20 Angel children from the Salvation Army (plus 5 more that the 
UMW gifted); gave extra food supplies for Massanutten Food Pantry in the Reverse Advent 
Food Giving; rang the kettle bells for the Salvation Army for a full day; raised $1000 for a needy 
family thru a Potato Bar; provided newborn baby gifts through the Baby Shower for Jesus gift 
giving on Christmas Eve; and gave a generous $134.50 on change Sunday for ñThe Lord 
Providesò.  May God bless you tenfold for your giving hearts.    

=======================================================  

JUST FOR FUN PICTURES 

       
Going sailing         Seeing òStar Warsó  Celebrating Grandkids          So cute                Snow man fun  

           
Remember 2013   All  Grown-up     Snow day off fun    Just Hangin Out    The boys at play    13? No Way 

=======================================================  

                     SERVING OTHERS THEN AND NOW  _____________    ____ 
Rise Against Hunger:  is a way to help feed the hungry through raising funds and doing 

hands on packaging of meals, which will be held on Sunday, Mar 15th at 12:30 p.m.  Bring a bag 
lunch that day.  Special offerings will be taken Jan 12th; Feb 9th; and Mar 8th.  Meals are $.34 
each and we have been packaging about 15,000 meals in recent years raising about $5,140. 
Support for one box, or $75.00, or 216 meals, feeds a child for the school year, which helps 
them get food and education. Please give generously and mark your calendar to help package.   

Gathering Non-Perishable Food items:  for the Massanutten Food Pantry in the box in the 
narthex. Thank you for your contributions.  
Clothing for Mission Central :  being collected in basket in narthex.   



Salvation Army Meal: The Adult Sunday school class serves patrons a meal on the 3rd Sat of 

each month. Please see the Fords if you wish to help. 

KUMC Facebook Page:  Check out, and “like” the Keezletown United Methodist Church Facebook page. 
Take pictures and tag the church in the posts; any items/events you think should be included, please let 
Beth Morris know. Please remember this is a "Public" page so the world can see everything posted. If 
you see an event, feel free to invite friends, or share.       
Good Folks to Bless:  There is a list of some good folks in Jackie’s room, some church members, some 
friends of the church, connected to our church that it would be good to bless with a visit, card, 
telephone call, or to help out. Please indicate if you have reached out to them so others can know who 
else might need a blessing. 
US Disaster Response: To give toward disaster relief through UMCOR where 100% of your gift goes 
toward disaster relief, please designate “UMCOR US Disaster Relief” or “UMCOR International Disaster 
Relief” in the note section.    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

__       ***JANUARY EVENTS THAT HAPPENED***______________  

             HAPPY NEW YEAR MAY YOU BE BLESSED IN 2020! 

WES FORD DOES MISSION WORK IN LUMBERTON:  On New Year’s day 9 folks (Bob, Dave, Michael, Joe, Ellen, 

Sonny, Wayne, James, and Wes) traveled down to Lumberton, NC on a weeklong trip to provide labor for the 
rebuilding of homes damaged during flooding from hurricanes Mathew in 2016 and then again by Florence in 
2018.  The city experienced extensive flooding in both storms rendering many, many homes uninhabitable after 
each.  Much of the recovery efforts accomplished after Mathew were wiped out by Florence.  On this trip we 
worked on a new build of a home for Dorthea (pronounced Door-wreath-ah).  Basically this was a new-build of her 
home.  Her original home was repaired extensively after Mathew using FEMA funds.  This time around the UMCOR 
folks decided to take a small insurance payment she received and add an additional $20,000 to do a new build that 
would be elevated above the flood levels.  Yes your UMCOR contributions do go directly to benefit victims.  We 
worked a full five days of the trip, took Sunday off, and traveled to and from the other two.  Siding, drywall and 
installing cabinetry were our primary activities.  Me, well on the first day of work the Good Lord put “that” tool in 
my hand…a round point shovel.  I dug a ditch from the house to the street for water and sewer.  I’m not sure 
whether I’ll be spending the rest of the year riding in a tuck or digging ditches.  I’d like to thank the UMW & the 
UMM for their support along with others who contributed in various ways to helping me take this rewarding trip.  
Everything is appreciated, funds, prayers, and other moral support, you know who you are. We accomplished a lot 
but there’s still that hollow feeling that we left the job unfinished…a feeling I experience every time I go on one of 
these trips.  I’m learning to trust God, that he will see this house to completion and provide for the needs of all 
who are still suffering from this string of tragedy.  It’s not particularly easy. 

UMW LADIES MAKE 2020 PLANS : The Keezletown UMW met on Jan 2nd at 7:00 p.m. with 
thirteen ladies present.  Cheryl led a New Year devotion, challenging us to ask if our time spent in and 
devotions are really new in this new year. Diana read the Nov and Dec minutes, along with the 2019 
accomplishments of the UMW.  Three thank you notes were read: one from the Republican women for 
their Christmas meal, and two from Mission Central. Kathy gave the Financial report; a request from 
Open Doors was read, to which a motion was approved to give to them as our Mission of the Month.  
Diana announced that the 5th Sunday collection in Dec collected $134.50 for ñThe Lord Providesò.  New 
collection dates for 2020 will be Mar 29 th for Conference kits, May 31st for Henry Fork, Aug 30 th for 
Mission Central, and Nov 29th for òThe Lord Providesò.  Cheryl said the new flower calendar would be 
posted and to please fill it in.  Sherry gave the menu for the Jan 6th Ruritan meal and a donation sheet was 
passed.  After much discussion, it was decided that we would not have the soup and bake sale in February.  
Instead we would sponsor a freewill Italian Buffet after worship on Feb 23 rd, with a bake sale, and all 
donations would go to the Relay team. Under old business, reports on Christmas visitations were given. 
Under new business, Christmas decorations will be taken down and put away on Jan 8th at 4:00 p.m.  It 
was suggested that ladies having birthdays during the meeting month should be recognized.  Fay Crowe 
and Faye Higgs were recognized for January.  Michele suggested that we should send a missionary a card 



each month, which was approved.  Cards were signed for Fay, Faye, Kendra, Dorothy Sites, and a 
missionary that Michele would choose.  Our next meeting will be Feb 6th at 7:00 p.m.  

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, WITH COVENANT RENEWAL:  The Wisemen seek His face and we enjoy the 

beautiful decorations for the last Sunday of Christmas, as we open the service on January 5th, with an 

opening prayer asking for His presence in our worship and hearts.  A calming time was given by Carol as 

she played òA Winter Pastoraleó, and the light of Christ was brought forth.  The Choirõs Call to Worship 

was òA Communion Hymn for Christmasó, followed by the church family singing òWe Three Kingsó.  A 

Litany of Thanksgiving was read before the choir sang òI Heard the Bells on Christmas Dayó.  Matthew 2:1-

12, the story of the visit of the wisemen, was the gospel lesson.  Pastor Joel then spoke on òThe Path Less 

Traveledó, and how the wisemen gave some of their finest gifts to bless Him, but also protected Him from 

King Herod by providing a means for their escape to Eqypt.  They also made room in their hearts and their 

lives for Him to become a part of their world.  An Invitation to Covenant Prayer was given, followed by 

òHe Is Bornó by the church family.  The Covenant Prayer, a time to give ourselves fully to Jesus for His 

work, a time for repentance, a time to acknowledge who Jesus is in our lives, a time to recognize our sinful 

nature and unworthiness, and a covenant to allow Him to be our Savior in all things, was then 

responsively read.  The lighting of the Peace Candle and Passing of the Peace, preceded the collection of 

Offerings and Prayer Partners, as Carol played òAll Heaven Rejoicesó.  The Great Thanksgiving was then 

administered as we sang òIt Came Upon a Midnight Clearó, followed by the closing hymn, òThe First Noeló, 

and Pastor Joelõs benediction.  Go forth, renewed in His spirit. 

RURITANS EAT GOOD!   On Monday, Jan 6th, the UMW fed the Keezletown Ruritans a delicious 
meal of meatloaf, green beans, mashed potatoes, applesauce, rolls, sheet cake & ice cream, and tea.  
Assisting to serve were Kathy, Carolyn, Donna, Kelly, Ann, and Sherry.   

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETS: The 1st 2020 meeting was held on Jan 8th at 7:30 p.m. with eight 
members present.  Susan presided and Pastor Joel opened with prayer. Scott Dillard agreed to take 
notes, due to the illness of the secretary.  Chris gave the Treasurer’s report, which was approved.  Pastor 
Joel reported that the soffits will be redone around the church, and plans to purchase the organ are in 
the works, per the Trustees. A covered dish meal is tentatively scheduled for Feb 9th, and the Harvest 
Party is scheduled for Oct 25th.  UMW reported serving the Keezletown Ruritans, and are planning an 
Italian Buffet on Feb 23rd with the proceeds going to relay.  They will not be making soup this year.  
UMM reported receiving $1000.00 from the Potato bar in December, for the Mikey Armentrout family, 
which was greatly appreciated. Membership reported one member’s death, Joseph Botkin Sr.  
Nominations committee reported that Pastor Joel will be talking with Stephen Welsh, Children’s 
Coordinator, about some kid and youth friendly events for 2020.  We may have to look for a team, 
rather than a single individual, to head up Vacation Bible School. Pastor Joel gave his report, saying that 
one youth approached him about confirmation class, but has elected to wait until next year when there 
will be a number of youth reaching that stage.  God’s Kids Sunday school class has agreed to help with 
Rise Against Hunger.  There was a review of the amended Core Values for 2020, which was approved by 
Council.  With talks of the United Methodist Church splitting in the news, he spoke on some of the plans 
for General Conference 2020, and answered questions.  With no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Next meeting will be March 11th at 7:30 p.m. 

THE LORD IS BAPTIZED : Worship on Jan 12th began with Mac, assisting Pastor Joel, 
welcoming all, and leading the opening prayer imploring that we who are baptized may keep 
the covenant we have made.  òBlessed Assuranceó was the prelude by Diana, followed by òI 
Live for Himó as the Call to Worship from the choir.  The church family sang òFairest Lord 
Jesusó, followed by a Prayer for Peace and the Passing of the Peace.  òI Was There to Hear Your 
Borning Cryó by the choir reminded us that God is there from the beginning to the end of our 
lives.  Pastor Joel talked to the children about Rise Against Hunger during childrenõs time and 
asked if they would help to take the collection later.  Brayden read the gospel lesson from 



Matthew 3:13-17, the story of John baptizing Jesus and the Lord saying òthis is my beloved 
sonó.  Pastor Joel spoke on òThe First Christian Baptismó, when John felt unworthy to baptize 
Jesus, who shows that Christian baptism and ministry is when Jesus gets right where we are.  It 
is a òGod thingó between man and God, with Jesus stamping His name on us with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. As Diana played òThe Old Rugged Crossó (and many sang along), the Rise for 
Hunger and regular offerings were collected, along with the prayer partners.  A congregational 
reaffirmation of the Baptismal Cov enant was then administered and each came forward to 
receive the baptismal water and renew their vows to God, as we all sang òSpirit Songó.  Mac 
gave the benediction and we departed singing òTurn Your Eyes Upon Jesusó.    

 òAccepting Each Otheró:  This was  the topic of discussion in the first session of òHow 

Happiness Happensó, a Bible study by Max Lucado, when seven ladies and Pastor Joel met 

on Tuesday, Jan 14 th  at 10:00 a.m.  We were reminded that each of us is made in the image 

of God and that He saw so mething in each of us that was worth creating a being around it.  

We also learned that we do not have to like everybody, and that there are folks we cannot 

get along with, but we should accept that they are also a child of God.   
=====================================================================================

NEW YEAR JOKES   

I took the shell off my racing snail thinking it would make him run faster.  If anything, it 

makes him more sluggish.   

Wouldn’t it be ironic if Popeye’s chicken was fried in Olive Oil?   

I discovered that if you are singing in the shower and you get shampoo in your mouth, it 

becomes a soap opera.   

What do you call a bear with no teeth?  A gummy bear.  

==================== ===================================  

___________             PRAYING FOR OTHERS_______________________ 
A Call to Fast: Pastor Joel is calling us to fast and pray for the United Methodist Church. 

The upcoming 2020 General Conference in May will have the possibility of a split in the UMC 

as the issue that will get a lot of attention. Nothing has been decided yet, so let us fast and pray 

for Godôs presence, purpose, and power in the people called United Methodists. 

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER:  at 6:30 a.m., here at the church, church family meet to pray for the church, 

each other, the sick, the world, and any needs requested. Come as you are led or pray at home during this 

time. For info, please see BJ Smith or contact him at 908-0061 or bsmith218@icloud.com. 

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?:  Intercessory prayer is the greatest form of love we can give to one 

another.  Give some love (for you or others) on Sundays by placing a name or your name in the 

prayer baskets; and pick one out as you leave.  Your heart will rejoice.   

Keezletown Courageous Warriors for Christ:  KCW4X, a small prayer group meets twice a 
month for breakfast at Mr. J’s. See Pastor Joel if you are interested in joining this group.   
===================================================================================== 

                               WORSHIPPING WITH OTHERS  __________________________      

Lent Suppers and Services: There will be Lent Suppers and Services on Wednesday 

evenings in Lent at 6:30 PM with a meal and a great speaker helping us consider hospitality and 

how to be a welcoming church so that ñall are welcome.ò St. Jacobôs and Trinity Lutheran 

Churches are planning to join in with us again this year for these faith-filled evenings. Services 

will begin February 26th with an Ash Wednesday Service and then continue with great guest 

speakers March 4 ï April 1, 2020. Please talk with Pastor Joel if you or a group would like to 

help with music or providing a meal for one of the services. 



ñEncounterò:  Calling for Encounter leaders to lead children in worship. Encounter is a worship 
time for children 3-5 years old and grades 1-5, following the childrenôs time on Sunday mornings 
(except the 1st Sunday of each month or special Sundays). Would you be willing to help lead a 
Sunday or more each month? There are lesson plans, music DVDs, and more available for 
every Sunday. Two adults needed for each Sunday. Please sign up in the narthex. 
CDs for Hom ebound: CDs of the weekly worship service for homebound folks who do not have internet 

access, are available. If you would like to receive, or can assist in delivering CDõs, please contact Pastor 

Joel. If you would like to deliver a CD to a homebound person, you could take one and a worship bulletin 

to them.  Please indicate on the òGood Folks to Visitó chart (in Jackieõs room) to whom you delivered a CD. 

Word on the Website: If you miss a Sunday, want to review, or wish you could share a recent sermon 
with a friend, the last four Sunday scripture and sermons are now available online on the church website 
at www.keezletownumc.com for your listening enjoyment.   
=====================================================================================     

_________________STUDYING THE WORD______________________   

YOU ARE INVITED to learn what òFROGó means just like these little ones; 

come join a Sunday School Class, available for all ages, with several classes 

for young people and adults. Tuesday morning (10:00 a.m.) Bible studies are 

also available. Sunday school begins at 9:45 a.m. after a short devotion time.  

Weõd love to have you join us! 

BIBLE STUDY:  The Adult class is studying “Christian Beliefs”. Please join us in the Social Hall at 
9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings for this interesting study.   
90 Day Bible Challenge: Pastor Joel has made up a 90 Day Bible Challenge where you could read 

through the entire Bible in 90 days, including daily Psalms for prayer, daily Gospel because we need a lot 

of Jesus every day, Proverbs every third day because we need Godôs wisdom, and generous portions 

going through the Bible beginning to end to get immersed in the Scriptures and let Godôs words wash 

over you. If you desire to spend significant time daily in the Bible this might be a good plan for you. 

2020 Bible Reading Challenge: Bishop Sharma Lewis has challenged us to read the Bible every 

day in 2020, using a ñhistoricalò reading program with books from the Bible read in order they 

were written. Booklets are available that arrange the readings by days or days of the year. If you 

read just one day at a time, you will read the entire Bible in 365 days whether you finish that in a 

year or longer. Letôs listen to Godôs words daily in 2020. 

TUESDAY MORNING  STUDY: ñHow Happiness Happensò by Max Lucado is looking at 

Godôs lasting joy in a world of comparison, disappointment, and unmet expectations.  We will be 

meeting thru Feb 18th at 10:00 a.m.  All are welcome to join us.   

THE PASSION PLAY STUDY: The German village of Oberammergau has been doing a play on the 

passion of Jesus since the 1600s and it has come to define that village. Rob Fuquay will introduce the 

play and the passion of Jesus as ways to consider what defines you, in a 6 week study meeting at 10:00 

a.m. on the Tuesdays in Lent, March 3 ï April 7. Sign up in the narthex; books are $13 if you would like 

to contribute to the cost of the study. 

==================================================================================    

_____ ***JANUARY EVENTS HAPPENING IN NEXT ISSUE**_____  
19  United Methodist Menõs Breakfast and Meeting at 8:00 a.m. 

  Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

              Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message: òLook at Jesusó from John 1:29-42 

20  EMP 6:30 a.m. 

21  òHow Happiness Happensó Bible study 10:00 a.m. 

23          Serve Kingsway 

http://www.keezletownumc.com/


26  Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

              Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message: òUnited In Purposeó from 1 Cor 1:10-18; Matt 4:12-23 

              Welcome lunch for visitors 12:15 p.m.  

27  EMP 6:30 a.m. 

28  òHow Happiness Happensó Bible study 10:00 a.m. 

================================================================  

              CHURCH ITEMS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ___________________ 
RELAY FOR LIFE ANGELS OF HOPE:  Pasta Angels on display in the narthex are now on 

sale to benefit the Relay for Life Team.  They are 2 for $10 or 1 for $6.  See David/Mary 
Clements or Mary Nankivell. Thanks.   

Worship Preparation: There will be a time for March worship planning on Wednesday, Feb 
19th at 7:00 p.m. at the church. All are welcome to assist and suggest.  
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: 2 adults are needed for the nursery each Sunday.   
GREETERS NEEDED:  Please see Lynn Siler if you can assist with Worship greeting.  

LEADERSHIP NEEDED :  for 2020 we need leadership for VBS Coordinator and Youth 

Coordinator. If God is nudging you to serve in one of these positions, please see Pastor Joel. 

Cookbooks for Sale: The UMW have cookbooks full of “scrumptious” new and old recipes of the church 
family for $15.00 per book.  Please see one of the UMW ladies to pick up one (or two) in the church 
social hall before or after church any Sunday. They make great gifts! 
FLOWERS NEEDED: The 2020 flower calendar is available in the narthex for signing up for flowers for the 
altar table.  Please consider this special time to remember or honor someone you love, or for a 
celebration in your family.  Any questions, please see Cheryl Carr. 
==================================================================================== 

MORE NEW YEAR JOKES  

What kind of Dr is Dr Pepper?  A FiZZicion.   

Frog parking only, all  others will be toad.  

What happens if you get scared half to death twice?  

My wife says I never listen to her, or something like that.  

I want to grow my own food, but I can’t find bacon seeds. 
==================================================================================== 

__                ***FEBRUARY EVENTS TO HAPPEN**_______________  
2          Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
            Worship 11:00 a.m. with Communion; Message: ñRequirementsò from Micah 6:1-8 
3 EMP 6:30 a.m. 
4 ñHow Happiness Happensò Bible study 10:00 a.m. 
6           UMW meet 7:00 p.m. 
8 Choir Practice 9:30 a.m. 
9 Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
             Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message: ñGodôs Light Will Break Forth Like the Dawnò from Isaiah    
 58:1-12;  2nd Rise Against Hunger collection 
             Covered dish meal after worship 
10 EMP 6:30 a.m. 
11 ñHow Happiness Happensò Bible study 10:00 a.m. 
12         SPRC Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
14         Newsletter items due 
 Valentineôs Day! 
16 United Methodist Menôs Breakfast and Meeting at 8:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
             Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message: ñLife is the Right Choiceò from Deut 30:15-20 
 Blood Pressure Checks after Worship 



17 EMP 6:30 a.m. 
18 ñHow Happiness Happensò Bible study 10:00 a.m. 
19         Worship Planning 7:00 p.m. 
22 Choir Practice 9:30 a.m. 
             Serve Salvation Army 
23 Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
             Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message: ñthe Call to Be Holyò from Lev 19:1-2,9-18 
             Italian Buffet after worship by UMW; freewill offering for Relay Team 
24 EMP 6:30 a.m. 
26         ASH Wednesday Supper and Service at 6:30 p.m. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DALEôS CORNER by Dale Dodrill 
Any recipe in a cookbook, requires the combining of different ingredients together 
for a successful product.  Each ingredient, contributes to the outcome. Our church is the 
blending, with love, of individuals, who share their God given gifts and talents for His 
glory.  Each person's part, contributes to the mission of the church. Do you know what your 
gifts are?  If in doubt, the Harrisonburg District Lay Servants Ministry may be of help to you.  A 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS class is being offered on Saturday, March 28th at Grottoes UMC.  Contact Joe 
Amend at 540-289-5071 for additional information. 
===================================================================================== 

HEALTH 
Blood Pressure/Checks and Health Questions 
Parish Nurse, Carol Sacra, reminds everyone that on the 3rd Sunday of every month, she will be 
administering Blood Pressure Checks in the Sunday school room behind the organ after 
worship. She is also available anytime you have a question about your health.    
===================================================================================== 

THANK YOU 
KUMC Family: Thank you for the consolation and kind expressions of sympathy and prayers 
during our loss.  Your friendship meant a lot to us.  May God bless each one of you. The family 
of Joseph Daniel (Joe) Botkin Sr 
KUMC: As a Camp Grand, you are looking out for future generations and preparing the way for 
blessing and faith experiences.  Thank you for your $1000 donation to Camp Overlook Retreat 
and Ministries, Rev Tommy Crosby  
Dear Church Members:  On behalf of the RWHRC, I would like to thank you again 

for the wonderful meal your group provided for our Christmas dinner.  I heard 

nothing but praises regarding how good everything was, especially the oysters and the 

pies!  We also had an extra bonus by having an accomp anist on the piano for singing 

Christmas carols! We were truly blessed to have you provide such wonderful food and 

a great place for fellowship.  We wish you a blessed Christmas and happiness in the 

New Year!  Sincerely, Karen Hoover , Pres RWHRC  

KUMC: Dear Friends in Mission: Thank you for your $227.00 donation supporting the Cambine 
Agriculture Program.  Thomas Kemper, Gen Secr UMCOR 

Mike and I would like to thank everyone so much for the prayers and support from 
Keezletown United Methodist.  The money you raised to help our family was very much 
appreciated and was put to good use of paying/catching up our bills.  We truly appreciate all 
the prayers.  As of right now all is good.  His bloodwork has been great.  The doctors are 



impressed with his progress.  He has a scan to see if there is any cancer left on the 28th.  Thank 
you and God bless.  Kim Deavers and Mike Armentrout 

THE CHURCH FAMIY REMEMBERS  
Dorothy Leah Sites , 91, Church neighbor and longtime member of KUMC, where she was 
head of the acolytes.  She was an active community member and hard worker, taking care of 
Mrs. Nelson Miller for many years after managing the Samuel Chapman Farm for over 53 years 
together.  Surviving are two sons, Randy and wife Janet Kay, and Roger, a sister Lorraine, six 
grandchildren, Dale and wife Amanda, Roger Jr and wife Kim, Robert and wife Elizabeth, Allen 
Jr and wife Glenda, Parker and wife Elizabeth, and Casey and wife Teri, along with 14 great 
grandchildren, 4 great-great-grandchildren, and her beloved dog, Panda.   

Eleanor Shifflett Armentrout, 94, Church neighbor and longtime community member and friend to many, who ran the 
Keezletown Post Office from her home for 53 years, before retiring. She was an avid reader and loved to crochet. She 
is survived by a daughter, _ÀĖúĴĚ vÙÌÙÎÎÀ ˨+ÙÎ÷Ĵ˩, and a sister, Evelyn, and was considered to be a member of the 
Rush and Charlotte Coffman family of Keezletown. 

THE CHURCH FAMILY IS PROUD 
The Turner Ashby High School #VAFCCLA chapter and their #FCCLA adviser Mrs. Lam made and 
decorated fleece blankets for the pets at the Rockingham/Harrisonburg #SPCA (Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals). Thank you for spreading warmth and good cheer this season! Kendra 
Dodrill is President of TA’s FCCLA for this year. 
===================================================================================== 
Welcome Lunch: Visitors and new folks are invited to a welcome lunch on Sunday, March 29th,  
after worship. Come learn more about walking with Jesus Christ as a part of Keezletown UMC. 
There will be food, fellowship, and time to learn more about the church. Please let Pastor Joel 
know if you have any dietary restrictions. 

Join the KUMC Family : Please talk to Pastor Joel if you are ready to join the KUMC family as 

a member of the church. There will be a time to do so on March 22, 2020 whether joining a 

church for the first time or transferring your local church membership to KUMC. 

 ============================================ 
OUR PASTOR CHATS 
The United Methodist Church is in the national news with the question being, ñWill the United 

Methodist Church split over disagreement about human sexuality, marriage, and ordination?ò 

There are several prominent proposals being submitted to the May 5 ï 15, 2020 General 

Conference that call for denominational divorce or more separation. Splitting the church 

proposals are nothing new to General Conference but they are getting a lot of attention this time. 

How did we get here? United Methodists with different positions stopped doing vital work 

together: Biblical interpretation, theology, and imagining how Godôs kingdom will be lived out 

in the present. Instead, United Methodist leaders resigned to notions like: we canôt change each 

otherôs minds; it would take far too long to change each otherôs minds; (or even) Iôm so mad I 

could spit and just canôt deal with the conflict anymore. We stopped listening and talking to one 

another. We didnôt trust we could engage our differences without falling into fighting or worse. 

But no one thinks that these things are unimportant. When we stopped talking about important 

things it became hard to talk about anything. This is not only a church problem, but it can affect 

marriages, parents and children, friends, neighbors, and nations. When we wonôt talk, canôt talk, 

canôt trust each other to talk about things very important to us, a great distance grows between 

us, and if it goes on long enough, it can be almost impossible to talk about anything of 

consequence. Thank goodness for the good news of Godôs grace. In the beginning when there 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/vafccla?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAp4CkIe_psaeZx2z2VO7QsgWhykomV_Agc9Z1pYTxSQRgAqiSLTM98GdVBFQlYcZ3k9mrg14GJ3DvBhPmT_mNG5fhLElGUqjrff12XHZQbVQmBWyU4nuEs6lJzVjtryNetW7CXww5DCeWA3eAD3OblOnHhqcbya1sQt6NxOeMuYh7oz3DFlcHkUxc2bBr7vasnHjVjMtICJE1ToWPUfPM2A7y3DYGJ64Le31UJHwMQuGl9dnG7BU14SN6FUYBRifAehO3XOQw5jDzX8uQGg1n_pBEwwGJhTC1CdyeCTYGwIyphYnC93BoJUXFhort5j3B8Ee3aQzkH9Vb3x2NTSZwZnTF8lN1ggiXrjTXt70MmpFz5nXU8br0B&__tn__=%2ANKH-R
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was formlessness and void, God started talking and arranging a creation suitable for God and 

humanity. In the midst of storms on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus spoke to the winds and waves 

saying, ñPeace, be still.ò I am thankful for God who gives words of grace, peace, forgiveness, 

and direction even when there is chaos and storms around. God also hears the cries of people 

who call for help and mercy as God heard the cries of the slaves in Egypt and Jesus dying on the 

cross heard the cry of one crucified with him, ñJesus, remember me, when you come into your 

kingdom,ò and of course disciples panicking in the storms, ñDonôt you care that we are 

perishing?ò God hears and God speaks creation, peace, and life. We will not act very much like 

followers of Jesus if we stop listening or speaking to people in our church, family, or 

community. May God unstop our ears, so we will hear with compassion and seek understanding. 

May good loosen our tongues to speak with faith, hope, and love. Will these Godly listening and 

speaking actions solve deep divisions in church, home, or community? I canôt promise or know 

that they will. But grace-filled listening and speaking can fill the space between us with the love 

of God that builds up, cares, and heals. Those would be pretty good.     Pastor Joel 

============================================================== 

 

MY PERSONAL NOTE :  

January 2011, that was the first newsletter I created for you.  Yes, it has been 

nine years, and I hope you are still enjoying the words God has given me.  As I 

start the tenth year, I just want to thank all of you who have contributed in any 

way. God has blessed me with a loving church family and a way to let others know 

how much they do and care.  Blessings on each of you.    Diana 
=====================================================================================  

 

°|ĜȺƶȉ̃ȡ ƕƶȺ± 

I am grateful to all wh o contribute, and encourage each of you to be a part of this, 

YOUR newsletter, by submitting items of interest to the Church family. There is an 

±Ɩʘ±ŴƶǺ± Ŵ"b±Ŵ±| ̄ƕ±ʞȡŴ±ȺȺ±ȉ ěȺ±ƌȡ̅ ĜƖ ȺĊ± ȉƶƶƌ b±Ⱥʞ±±Ɩ ȺĊ± ȡ"ƖlȺɔ"ȉʲ "Ɩ| ȺĊ± 

hallway.  Please feel free to e-mail me, hand them to me, or leave them in the envelope.  

The Feb deadline for submissions is Feb 14 th .  I welcome your criticisms, your 

submissions, and your suggestions. My home number is 269-8511 or e-mail me at 

AntDyna@comcast.net.   I hope that you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoy preparing it 

for you.  God bless you all.   

==============================================================    

Arthritis may stop you from getting on your knees, but 

it CANNOT stop you from praying.  
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