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Rev 21: “for the old order of things has passed away.  He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  
  HALLELUJAH! HE IS RISEN AND SO IS HIS CROSS!          	                 PRAISE THE LORD!
                     Keezletown United Methodist Church                                             	                                       Rev. T. Joel Robinette, Pastor      
           1456 Indian Trail Road			  Church phone:  269-8531 
           Keezletown VA   22832		              Parsonage phone:   269-8405
      Pastor’s email:  joel robinette @hotmail.com   Pastor’s Cell:  540-908-9482
           Pastor’s office hours:  Monday & Wednesday  9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
               Keezletown UMC website:    www.keezletownumc.com  

                  <><                                                     <><                                                           <><    

                 LOVE… TOOK  JESUS’ S  BREATH  AWAY.
MAY BIRTHDAYS
May 1	     Scott Dillard			May 16        Alexis Myers
May 1        Roger Sites Jr			May 16        Lataya Wiginton
May 6	     Holly Sacra Mason		May 23        Lori Zylich
May 7        Gena Dove			May 26        Walt Shafer
May 8        Joseph Johnson		May 26        Bruce Hoover
May 8        Sam Hedrick Jr		May 27        Tara (Heatwole) Meadows
May 9        Allyse Dillard			May 27        Charlotte Daff
May 9        Lula Belle Dodrill		May 29        Connor Guilliams
May 13      Erica Heishman                         May 30        Beth Cole
May 14      Nancy Coffman       		May 31        Patrick Propst
May 15      Barbara (Hall) Knicely			
MAY ANNIVERSARIES
May 4, 2002      David & Janet Clements                           16 years
May 6, 1996      Mike & Erica Heishman		           22 years
May 12, 2011    Roger & Kimberly Sites Jr                         7 years
May 16, 1971    Mac & Nancy Coffman                              47 years
May 18, 1956    Al & Jackie Liskey                                       62 years
May 18, 2013    Jonas & Emily Blake                                   5 years
May 18, 2013    Jamie & Jordan (Shafer) Shoemaker      5 years
May 20, 2017    Brian & Amanda Summers                       1 years
May 26, 1962    Robert & Janice Smith                               56 years 
May 28, 1983    Walt & Jan Shafer                                      35 years
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OR MORE:  CONGRATULATIONS to church family couples that have been married 40 or more years in May:
	Mac & Nancy Coffman on May 16th for 47 years
                                        	Al & Jackie Liskey on May 18th for 62 years
                               	Robert & Janice Smith on May 26th for 56 years
      Best wishes from your KUMC family. May you have many more. 
==========================================================
                ***MARCH EVENTS THAT HAPPENED***________________
Mar 22nd & 23rd: Relay Team made eggs:  We met on Friday night about 6:00 p.m. to begin making those big ole yummy candy eggs.  The kitchen and social hall smelled of peanut butter, the best seller, with a number of people around the kitchen counter rolling eggs.  When we finished, we had made peanut butter, coconut, mint, and chocolate—350 eggs—all laying on the tables to dry out for the chocolate coating on Friday.  On Friday, three of the ladies started dipping eggs in chocolate about 4:30 p.m., so by the time the rest of us got there at 6:00 p.m., we were ready to trim chocolate, set up the boxes, cut the paper for in the boxes, pack them up, and label them.  A few “cripples” went back to be fixed after their trimming, but the dippers did such a good job, no one knew.  After they were all packed up, a few more folks came in to sort them out for delivery.  We appreciate and thank all who came out to help complete this “tasty” project for the team.  
Mar 25th: Stuffing eggs:  did you ever see a round table filled with all kinds of candy, and then try to get all of the candy in little plastic eggs?  We enjoyed a fun evening at BJ and Kelley’s as we helped to stuff 288 colorful plastic eggs for the Jesus’ Kids and CAOS youth to hide for the Easter egg hunt on Mar 31st.  And yes, a fun pack of M&M’s will fit in a plastic egg!
Mar 29th Maundy Thursday service: “Open, thoughtful believers knit together by God’s love” was the opening for this service held at Trinity Lutheran church at 7:00 p.m., to recall the last supper where Jesus washed the disciples’ feet and gave them a new mandate to love one another.  The 30+ in attendance were a little bewildered as D R Cooley closed and locked the outside doors, as if they were in the room hiding, just as the disciples. The service began with a Call to Worship, Confession & Forgiveness Prayer, a Gathering Hymn, a Greeting, and Prayer.  Scriptures from Exodus, Psalms, Corinthians, and Mark, preceded the message and the Nicene Creed, and were followed by Intercessory prayer and Passing the Peace.  The offering was taken, followed by the Great Thanksgiving and the sharing of the bread and wine.  As “Go to Dark Gethsemane” was sung, the altar was stripped.  Refreshments were served in the fellowship hall.  
Mar 30th “RAISING THE CROSS”—NEW STEEPLE RAISED:  It was an intermittent sunny/cloudy morning, but the new steeple was in the parking lot and the workers from Bryan Tool and Machining got started early, with Don Clatterbuck and Randy Clatterbuck, and three of the “upcoming leaders of the church”, supervising.      
The existing steeple was 11 years old, but due to construction defects, was falling apart.  Workers from C&E Carpentry of Keezletown, who handled the rigging and installation, began by tearing out the old wood which was covering the steeple top from where the old steeple had been removed, and removing the smaller of the two bells in the belfry.  But before they could hoist the steeple up they realized that the inside measurement was not going to fit the inside of the steeple, and had to get a cement cutter to “trim it out”.  While this was being done, all that were present got to sign their names inside the steeple as it laid on the flatbed, and then it finally started to raise into the air.
 
      
Powder Coating Solutions of Waynesboro did an excellent job applying a gray powder coating, a chip resistant finish that is corrosion resistant. The new steeple is 16’ tall and weighs 800 lbs.  As Joe, Randy, and the men from Bryan steadied it, it came from its’ side to pointing upwards and we wanted to cheer, but decided to wait.  It went up and up and over, and poised over the opening—was it going to fit?  The tie down bars had to be perfect, and after a little “easy does it” movements, it settled into its’ new home.  Now came the wait to complete the bolting and sealing of the tie downs by the worker inside the steeple.  The storm clouds looked like they were rolling in, and we felt a drop, but nothing more.  And the time arrived—there was the cross—all shiny and white and ready to claim its’ rightful spot—and up it went.  
 
The weather had turned cold by this time, but for the few of us who stayed, our hearts were warmed and we cheered as they bolted it down and brought the lift down for the final time.  There was relief on Randy’s face in knowing that this project was a success, at a final cost of $15,455.00, due to the hard work of the good folks at Bryan Tool & Machining in Broadway and Scott Clatterbuck, to Powder Coating Solutions in Waynesboro, to C&E Carpentry of Keezletown (the men in the basket and on the ground), and to Appalachian Equipment for the use of the lift.  But more so, to the church family that believed in, supported monetarily, and prayed for its’ success. 
                        
GOD IS GOOD. 
HIS CROSS AROSE,  
JUST LIKE HIM.     
HALLELUJAH!                                                              


(Many, many thanks to all who contributed pictures and especially to Jason Armentrout who had his drone filming during the whole process.  You may see more pictures and the filming at https://youtu.be/6NKabCjRetY.)  
Mar 30th: Good Friday service: Recalling Jesus’ passion, crucifixion, and death, “Nails of the Cross” was the title of this service held at St Jacob’s-Spaders Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m.  The service began with a Call to Worship, “The Cross Road” anthem, and prayer.  Scriptures from Mark and Matthew, along with meditation and prayer, and a verse of “Were You There” was sung as each “Nail” was presented:  Nail of Pride, Nail of Betrayal, Nail of Envy, Nail of Indecision, Nail of Hatred, and Nail of Cruelty. The choir concluded the service with “There Is a Balm in Gilead”, and all departed in silence.  
Mar 31s: Community Easter Egg Hunt was held at 2:30 p.m. by the Jesus’ Kids, assisted by the CAOS Youth.  Approximately 34 children from the community participated, along with parents and youth, with a total of about 70 people.  A light meal was provided, followed by two rounds of egg hunting (500 eggs contained toys, 288 eggs contained candy).  During a break between the two rounds, to allow the youth
       
 
and helpers to hide more eggs, Jenny and Haiden Dillard read an Easter story to the children.  An egg toss game was played with the winners receiving a movie pass.  It was a beautiful day and the children seemed to really enjoy the fun.  Thank you to all who helped and participated.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                       SERVICE TO OTHERS & MISSIONS_____________      ____
Hayley Johnson Summer Mission in Gatlinburg:  Hayley will be part of a 40 member Cru mission team to Gatlinburg May 30th-Aug 1st, where they will be growing in their relationship with the Lord, sharing the Good News with their international coworkers, and learning how to share with students at their campuses back home.  Hayley must raise $3,200 and you can help by designating your gifts through the church or online at give.cru.org/0982744.
Gathering Non-Perishable Food items:  for the Massanutten Food Pantry in the box in the narthex; delivered by Randy Clatterbuck. Thank you for your contributions.
CONFERENCE KITS:  In Apr, please concentrate on hygiene kits (1 hand towel; 1 bar of soap; 1 adult toothbrush in package; 1 metal nail file or pair of nail clippers; 6 band aids; 1 gallon freezer bag). In May, concentration will be on School kits ( 2 70 page spiral notebooks, 1 100-150 loose leaf paper, 1 blunt nose scissors, 1 sharpener (1” in length), 6 #2 pencils unsharpened, 24 count crayons, 1 ruler, 1 eraser (2” length); and Cleaning kits, 50 oz laundry detergent (or 2 25 oz), 12 16 oz household cleaners (that you add water to), 16 28 oz dish detergents, 50 clothespins, 100’ of clothes line (or 2 50’), 5 scouring pads, 7 foam sponges (no cellulose), 18 handiwipes (reusable), 1 air freshener (aerosol or pump), 6 14 oz insect repellents, 24 33-45 gal trash bags, 1 pair work gloves (leather palm), 2 pair kitchen gloves, 1 scrub brush, and 5 dust masks. Please see Sherry Summers if you have any question.  You may place your items in the box in the narthex. 
LENT SUPPER & SERVICE OFFERINGS:  Thank you to everyone who helped with the Lent Supper and Services.  The offering for construction on the new Mission Central Building totaled $1,548.32, as well as donated childrens’ clothing items.  
SALVATION ARMY MEAL: The Adult Sunday school class serves patrons a meal on the 4th Sat of each month. Please see the Fords if you wish to help.
KUMC Facebook Page:  Check out, and “like” the Keezletown United Methodist Church Facebook page. Take pictures and tag the church in the posts; any items/events you think should be included, please let Beth Morris know. Please remember this is a "Public" page so the world can see everything posted. If you see an event, feel free to invite friends, or share.      
Good Folks to Bless:  There is a list of some good folks in Jackie’s room, some church members, some friends of the church, connected to our church that it would be good to bless with a visit, card, telephone call, or to help out. Please indicate if you have reached out to them so others can know who else might need a blessing.
Love Your Neighbor Evangelism Trial: Pastor Joel is encouraging a trial of “Love Your Neighbor Evangelism” (LYNE) through May with the focus on intentionally sharing the love of God with people during the week with no strings attached. Please take a LYNE form today, share God’s love this week, and bring your form back next week to share with your small group.
PAJAMA DRIVE: HDMCCC is now part of the national Pajama Program.  Every child should have a warm pair of pajamas and a good book read to them each night.  Pajamas for all children up to age 18 and good books to read, socks or diapers can be donated in the basket in the narthex.  
BACKPACKS:  We support 51 children as we pack each week.  All sponsorships and donations are greatly appreciated, as well as all who come to “pack” the backpacks each week. Thank you for this wonderful sharing of God’s love with these children and their families.    Jenny  
RELAY FOR LIFE:  Relay is May 4th-5th with the theme of “Superheroes”.  Any ideas for the campsite are welcomed. As of 4-13 we have raised $4,988.16 of our $6000.00 goal. Please contact Joe or Lynn with questions or to sign up for the team.  
BOOKBAGS OF HOPE: We are looking forward to packing these again in 2018 for those who so desperately need them.   See Becky Ryman and the Ryman/Hall family if you have questions.  
Four change collections in 2018:  Apr 29th; July 29th; Sept 30th; and Dec 30th. 
Builder’s Club 2018 Spring Call for donations has started. These monies help churches that have unexpected emergencies or significant needed improvements.  St Paul’s UMC, Fields UMC, and Page UMC were helped last year.  If you wish to participate, checks must be made payable to “Harrisonburg Board of Missions” and “Builders Club” written on the memo line. 
Election Day Meal Coordinator Needed: Keezletown UMC needs a coordinator for our November Election Day Meal. Our previous coordinator, Carol Dillard, is willing to help fill in a new leader on the way the meal has been done before for preparation, volunteers, and tasks that need to be done. This meal brings a lot of people together in our church and community and raises funds for the church or ministry beyond. Would you coordinate this meal in 2018?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
__              ***APRIL EVENTS THAT HAPPENED***________________
Apr 1st: EASTER SUNRISE:  the chilly day started with a Sunrise Service in the Keezletown Cemetery at 7:00 a.m. for the approximately 35 that attended.  Joel opened with prayer, and led the singing of “Low In the Grave He Lay”, with his guitar, followed by scripture from Mark and the message “First Ones”.  We then sang “The First Ones Ever”, followed by a litany remembering some of the first ones.  All closed with  “Hallelujah”, and returned to the warm social hall where the Relay for Life Team were preparing a breakfast of egg casseroles, blueberry French toast, mini pancakes, sausage balls, corned beef hash, grits, chipped beef gravy and biscuits, fresh fruit and danishes, with warm coffee and juices, for the 45 that stayed to eat and fellowship.  The Relay Team wishes to thank all who came and ate, donated, provided food, drinks, or kitchen help (a special “thank you” to our Evalyn for washing dishes).
Apr 1st EASTER WORSHIP: The church was lovely with the lilies and tulips, as the choir opened with “Our God Reigns”, we sang “He Rose”, and the choir followed with “If You Knew Him”.   Our message came from John and was titled “Why Are You Crying?” We sang “Christ Is Risen” and collected the offering to the majestic sounds of “The Holy City”. The Great Thanksgiving included a poem, “My Invitation” written by the Holy Spirit and Diana Davis, who read it during the blessing of the sacraments. (A copy can be found in the following pages.) We closed with all praising “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”.  HE IS ALIVE!  HALLELUJAH!
EASTER FAMILY PHOTOS
       
        
Apr 5th: United Methodist Women met with 14 members and Pastor Joel present.  Ramona gave the devotions on Spring: It’s Beauty: Be Thankful.  Mission of the month was for Hayley Johnson’s mission trip.  A food list was passed for the May 2nd Mt Crawford Ruritan meal.  UMW Sunday on Apr 8th was discussed and music practiced.  Kelly will get suggestions for the June evening out.  Reminders were given about Apr 12th, the District Evening Together at Mt. Tabor, and Apr 29th change offering for kits. Cards were signed for 4 folks, and kits assembled.  Next meeting is May 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Apr 8th:  UMW SUNDAY:  Michele Dodrill opened the service with prayer, followed by Karen Mooney leading the United Methodist Women’s Purpose.  The UMW combined with the choir for “Seek Ye First” for the Call to Worship, followed by all singing “My Hope Is Built”; then the unified choir sang “Hymn of Promise”.  Diana told the children about a little boy and an old man, who both meet God in the park over twinkies and root beer.  Guest speaker, Becky Downey, was introduced and she led us in an uplifting and inspiring lesson on “Show Me, Teach Me, Guide Me”, using her experiences with fear, depression, loss, and joy to show us that God is real and present all the time, helping us to the other side of the situation.  After singing “Trust and Obey”, Cheryl Carr led us in prayer.  Faye Crowe told us about her experiences with UMW and invited all ladies to join us.  Offering was collected by Carolyn Baker, Kelley Smith, Donna Forren, Kathy Armentrout, and Sherry Summers, and we closed with “I Know Whom I Have Believed”, with Ann Ford giving the benediction.  
Apr 11th: Administrative Council met with 11 members present.  We are still in need of an Election Day meal coordinator.  The Sunday Outdoor Service will be the last Sunday in June.  UMM will have a Tenderloin/Catfish dinner on Apr 28th, and will be cleaning up the bare spot on the front lawn.  Memorials is looking into replacing all of the bushes in front of the church.  Trustees announced the completion of the steeple project, will be initiating an Evacuation/Safety Project, and will be asking the congregation to vote on what to do with the second bell.  Education reported a Faith Development Workshop for leaders on May 6th at Camp Overlook after worship.  Neil will be looking into fixing the parsonage lawn mower and possibly selling the riding mower, as those mowing use their own.  PPR will be evaluating Pastor Joel on May 11th for continuance of service.  Pastor Joel reported he will be on vacation June 7th-13th; and reviewed conference and upcoming dates he will be preaching in other churches. Next meeting will be May 9th at 7:30 p.m.
Apr 12th:  UMW District Evening Together at Mt Tabor at 7:00 p.m. was attended by Ann Ford, Faye Crowe, Chris Cole, Karen Mooney, Kelley Smith, Donna Forren, and Diana Davis, who heard Tommy Crosby of Camp Overlook speak about the joy of finding God on the mountain and seeing children and adults experience His love.  $700.00 was raised for the Camp.  
Apr 15th: SERVICE OF HOPE SUNDAY:  With our big wooden HOPE sign in front of the church greeting all who entered and a “Shield of HOPE” filled with names of loved ones standing in front of the church, we began the service with Jenny Dillard singing “What a Wonderful Day”, with some of us singing along, and some of us starting to tear up.  We sang “I Love to Tell the Story”, and Carol Dillard led us in a prayer of comfort and sharing.  The choir then sang “My Hope Is In the Lord”, and Diana Davis spoke to the children about how just as Georgie’s Dad caught him when he slid down the “big” slide, God catches us when we try something new.  Kelley Smith read the scriptures of hope from Lamentations and Thessalonians, followed by an awesome message, “A Story to Tell”, from one of our own survivors and caregivers, Ken Thomas.  He spoke of his own journey thru cancer and of the hero in his life, his wife Faye, who has fought and won, and is again fighting cancer.  The tenderness and vulnerability with which he spoke touched all of us, as he spoke of her, and himself, of all the caregivers, of all who fight and win, and of all who fight and lose.  BJ Smith then led us in collecting offering, after which Scott Sprague on the guitar, and Ryan Sprague on the mandolin, led all in singing “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone).  Tanya Eppard led the gathering in the Affirmation of Faith written by a former KUMC Relay for Life Team, as we prepared for the Honoring of Our Superheroes, the listing of our loved ones as read by Michele Dodrill, and the showing of the pictures. Many heart strings were touched as we remembered.  A basket was at the altar for any special offerings during this time.  We closed the service with “It Is Well With My Soul”, and Scott Dillard gave the benediction of love and hope that we all can and should share with the world.  Another beautiful day of reflection, remembrance, tears, and hope.  
_______              ***APRIL EVENTS TO HAPPEN***_________________
22      Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message: “Do You Know What I’ve Done for You?” (The Questions God Asks)
          Dedication of the “Raising the Cross” steeple
24      UMM Spring Rally at Dayton UMC, with Rev Tommy Herndon, speaking   
28      Pork Tenderloin/Fried Catfish Dinner by UMM 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
          Serve Salvation Army
29      Worship 11:00 a.m.; Message:  “God’s Way of Dealing with Sin” (1 John)   
          Change collection for conference kits   
=========================================================
____________________PRAYER TIME___________________________
MONDAY MORNING PRAYER:  at 6:30 a.m., here at the church, church family meet to pray for the church, each other, the sick, the world, and any needs requested. Come as you are led or pray at home during this time. For info, please see BJ Smith or contact him at 908-0061 or smithb818@comcast.net. 
DO YOU NEED PRAYER?:  Intercessory prayer is the greatest form of love we can give to one another.  Give some love (for you or others) on Sundays by placing a name or your name in the prayer baskets; and pick one out as you leave.  Your heart will rejoice.  
Keezletown Courageous Warriors for Christ:  KCW4X, a small prayer group meets twice a month for breakfast at Mr. J’s. See Pastor Joel if you are interested in joining this group.   
==========================================================
                                            WORSHIP TIME_________________________    
Easter Season: The Christian season of Easter begins Easter Day and is 50 days long, from April 1st (Easter Day) through May 20th (Pentecost Sunday) where we remember Jesus appearing to disciples (40 days), ascending to the Father (Ascension of the Lord, May 10th), and the giving of the Holy Spirt (Pentecost). It is a season to live as resurrection people in the light of Jesus Christ who lives today.
“Encounter”: Encounter is a worship time for children 3-5 years old and grades 1-5, which follows the children’s time on Sunday mornings (except the 1st Sunday of each month or special Sundays). It works with the children by dividing and working with younger and older children separately.  Volunteers, up to 2 adults and 1 youth each week, is needed to continue this worship time of songs, prayer, reading the Bible, and other activities. Please talk with Jenn Robinette or Karen Mooney or signup in the narthex.
CDs for Homebound: CDs of the weekly worship service for homebound folks who do not have internet access, are available. If you would like to receive, or can assist in delivering CD’s, please contact Pastor Joel. If you would like to deliver a CD to a homebound person, you could take one and a worship bulletin to them.  Please indicate on the “Good Folks to Visit” chart (in Jackie’s room) to whom you delivered a CD.
Word on the Website: If you miss a Sunday, want to review, or wish you could share a recent sermon with a friend, the last four Sunday scripture and sermons are now available online on the church website at www.keezletownumc.com for your listening enjoyment.  
====================================================================================                                         __________________STUDY OF THE WORD______________________  
2018 Read through the Bible Chronologically Challenge: For 2018 Bishop Lewis has issued the challenge to read through the whole Bible in a year chronologically where the readings for each day, about 2 – 4 chapters, put the Bible stories and writing closer to the chronological order they occurred in or refer to. Access the readings weekly in the Pray Every Day bulletin resource. 
Tuesday Morning Study: Pastor Joel will lead us in learning a rhythm for daily prayer based on John Wesley’s 1733 model for daily prayer, including daily scriptures, devotions, and prayers, focusing on six Christian virtues.  Study is Tues mornings at 10:00 a.m., Apr 24th-May 29th.
A Disciple’s Path: a great class for newcomers at Keezletown UMC that meets during Sunday school, taught by Pastor Joel from Apr 8th-May 27th, to learn more about walking with Jesus and the church through your life, centering your life on Jesus, Keezletown UMC, how to pray, how to read the Bible, your spiritual gifts, and rhythms for your journey of faith.                      ==================================================================
_______              ***MAY EVENTS TO HAPPEN***___________________
1	 “Prayer” study at 10 a.m. in the Library
    	 Church Safety Assessment meeting @ 1:00 p.m.
2	 UMW Feed Mt Crawford Ruritans 
4   	 RELAY FOR LIFE AT ROCKINGHAM CO FAIRGROUNDS 6:00 p.m. til
5	 Choir practice at 9:30
6	 Sunday School 9:45 a.m.    
              Worship 11:00 a.m. with Communion; Message:  “Love Remains” (1 John) 
	 LEADERS meeting for lunch at Blessings Lodge (Camp Overlook) immediately following worship 	                 	 Commission on a Way Forward info gathering Asbury UMC 2:30-4:00 p.m.
7	 EMP at 6:30 a.m.
8	 “Prayer” study at 10 a.m. in the Library.
              Directory meeting at 7:00 p.m.
9	 KCW4X at Mr. J’s, 6:30 AM
	 Council meeting 7:30 p.m. in the Library
10	 UMW meet at 7:00 p.m.
11          PPR Pastor Evaluation meeting
12	 CAOS Youth meeting/mystery meal, time TBD
13          Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Mother’s Day celebration by Jesus’ Kids and CAOS Youth with food,  	carnations, and more
	Worship 11:00 a.m.; Mother’s Day, Message: “Love Acts” (1 John)
14	EMP at 6:30 a.m.
15	“Prayer” study at 10 a.m. in the Library
	SPRC Meeting 7:00 p.m.
18	Newsletter items due
19	Choir practice at 9:30 a.m.
20         UMM breakfast meeting 8:00 a.m.
	Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; 
             Worship 11:00 a.m.; Day of Pentecost, Message: “God Is Love” (1 John)
	Blood Pressure Checks after Worship
	District-wide Revival at Asbury UMC at 3:00 p.m.  
21	EMP at 6:30 a.m.
22	“Prayer” study at 10 a.m. in the Library
23	KCW4X at Mr. J’s, 6:30 AM
26         Serve Salvation Army
27	Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
             Worship 11:00 a.m.; Trinity Sunday, Message: “Love God’s Way” (1 John)	
28 	Memorial Day  
             EMP at 6:30 a.m.
29	“Prayer” study at 10 a.m. in the Library
=========================================================
                                                           DISTRICT________________________________
DISTRICT WIDE REVIVAL: May 20th at Asbury UMC at 3:00 p.m.; speaker to be announced.
MARK THE DATES: Transition of District Superintendents & Retirement of District Program Director: PLEASE Save these dates: Sunday, June 10th at Dayton UMC 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. for Reception for District Supt Tommy Herndon, Mrs Carolyn Herndon, and District Program Dir Glen Langston and Mrs Tara Langston.  Sunday, July 15th at Dayton UMC 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. for Reception for District Supt Victor Gomez, Mrs Heather Gomez, and Ms Jessenia Gomez.
Harrisonburg District Mission Center Clothes Closet:  is beginning to switch clothing from winter to summer, and will be closed the month of April. We are currently serving 108 families, not counting the agencies who come for their clients. We are humbled by the work of the Holy Spirit. We had a new double stroller brought to us an hour after a new mother of 5 month old twins had asked if we had one. Another mother needed everything for her baby due in May. We had a like new infant car seat given to us that morning and when we asked if she needed it she began to cry from gratitude. That same morning a mother came to us who had to be on bed rest during her pregnancy, exhausting her leave. This led to the termination of her job. He baby is now 14 months old and the mother is working part time but still struggling with the effects of one income. She did not know about the clothes but saw our sign and came in. She was also brought to tears by her needs being met. God does provide! Thank you for being part of this mission to serve those in need in our community. The new building is coming along, the men are working very hard to have it ready as soon as possible. Artie Frederick, Chairperson, 208-7669 
Equipment for Caring Loaner Closet: We continue to look forward to the day when we will have all our equipment in one spot in Mission Central and I say a big thank you to those making this possible. We have over 40 items of medical equipment out to persons in need and continue weekly to loan or give out equipment to others, and have durable medical equipment available FREE of charge for anyone needing those in Harrisonburg and surrounding geographical areas. Equipment available includes walkers, wheelchairs, hospital beds, bedside commodes, and shower benches. We also have disposable adult diapers and pull-ups as well as wound care supplies. We appreciate all donations of these items making it possible to provide for needs in the community. Delores Reid, Chairperson, 383-6112
CAMP OVERLOOK:
SUMMER CAMP: The Life of Christ - Living Out the Gospels! is our summer program, familiar stories of the New Testament come to life as we follow Christ from his humble birth to his kingly ascension. Take advantage of the May 1st early registration discount! Contact Lori in the office at (540) 269-2267
Overlook Golf Tournament will be Saturday, June 2nd, at the Pack Saddle Ridge Golf Course, with a shotgun start at 1 pm.  4 player, captain’s choice.   Contact John Packard for more details: zta0392@gmail.com 540-578-2428   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                           
				CHURCH ITEMS___________________________
New Church Directory & Photography Dates: The Directory Committee would like individuals & all of the groups within our church to submit photos taken throughout the year that show who we, as a KUMC family, are and ones that highlight our ministry, mission, and activities. Sherry Summers will be collecting & compiling photos to be considered. You may give her prints (make sure your name is on the back if you would like it returned to you) or you may send digital files to her at:  Sherrysummers57@gmail.com.  This can be an easy way to submit photos during or immediately following an event. We will once again work with Life Touch Directories & Portraits and are scheduled for two days of photography. Please, Mark Your Calendars for Friday, Sept 14th & Saturday, Sept 15th, 2018! Each family or household will receive a free 8x10 portrait & a free directory for participating.  There are no sitting fees or cost to the church. You will also have the opportunity to have additional photos taken to include family members who do not regularly attend KUMC. Once again, the sitting is free. Please see Jan Shafer or call her at 269-2032 if you have questions or for more information.
Cookbooks for Sale: The UMW have cookbooks full of “scrumptious” new and old recipes of the church family for $15.00 per book.  Please see one of the UMW ladies to pick up one (or two) in the church social hall before or after church any Sunday. They make great gifts!
FLOWERS NEEDED: The 2018 flower calendar is available in the narthex for signing up for flowers for the altar table.  Please consider this special time to remember or honor someone you love, or for a celebration in your family.  Any questions, please see Cheryl Carr.
=====================================================================================
DALE’S CORNER by Dale Dodrill
When things in your lives seem almost too much to handle, when 24 hours in a day are not enough, remember the mayonnaise jar and the two cups of coffee. A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of him. When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was. The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was. The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students responded with a unanimous "yes." The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty space between the sand. The students laughed. "Now," said the professor as the laughter subsided, "I want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important things — your family, your children, your health, your friends and your favorite passions — and if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full. The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house and your car. The sand is everything else — the small stuff. "If you put the sand into the jar first," he continued, "there is no room for the pebbles or the golf balls. The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff you will never have room for the things that are important to you. "Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your children. Take time to get medical checkups. Take your spouse out to dinner. Play another 18. There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal. Take care of the golf balls first — the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand." One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented. The professor smiled. "I'm glad you asked. It just goes to show you that no matter how full your life may seem, there's always room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend."
=====================================================================================
  HEALTH 
Blood Pressure/Checks and Health Questions
Parish Nurse, Carol Sacra, reminds everyone that on the 3rd Sunday of every month, she will be administering Blood Pressure Checks in the Sunday school room behind the organ after worship.  If you have any concerns, blood pressure, or otherwise, with your health, please feel free to use this time (or anytime the need arises) to talk with her.
“IN YOUR CORNER FOR HEALTH/WELLNESS” by Carol Sacra, RN, PN
April is National Organ Donor Month; a little food for thought:  
Give my sight to the man who has never seen a sunrise, a baby's face, or love in the eyes of a woman.
Give my heart to a person whose own heart has caused nothing but endless days of pain.
Give my blood to the teenager who was pulled from the wreckage of his car, so that he might live to see his grandchildren play.
Give my kidneys to one who depends on a machine to exist from week to week.
Take my bones, every muscle, every fiber and nerve in my body and find a way to make a crippled child walk.
If you must bury something, let it be my faults, my weaknesses, and all prejudice against my fellow man.
If, by chance, you wish to remember me, do it with a kind deed or word to someone who needs you. If you do all I have asked, I will live forever. -- Robert N. Test
=========================================================
THE CHURCH FAMILY IS PROUD OF:
Ryan Sprague, Our Cub Scout, became a Boy Scout Mar 24th!! Arrow of Light award and Best Craftsmanship trophy for his pinewood derby car. Very proud of this young man!   
==========================================================
                 CHILDREN, YOUTH, MEN, WOMEN AND FAMILY___________
JESUS’ KIDS:   Mother’s Day celebration May 13th. Contact Brandon Bowman 820-4472. 
CAOS YOUTH:  May 12th meeting/mystery meal w/time TBD; May 13th helping Jesus kids with Mother's Day coffee and donuts . Would like to thank everyone who donated candy for egg hunt.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: meeting May 10th at 7:00 p.m.
UNITED METHODIST MEN: Meeting May 20th at 8:00 a.m. 
===================================================================================
The Holy Spirit and I wrote this poem which I read for Easter Communion Service.  Enjoy and be blessed.
My Invitation
The invitation was sealed with a cross,		
A dinner there was to be.				
Why I was invited I did not know,
But in three days I would see.			“Forgive them” were His words.
						“It is finished” was His last breath.
He sat with us and dined with us,			The sky grew dark, and all stood still,
He talked to each as a friend.			The curtain split to declare His death.
But then He spoke of betrayal
And that His life would end.			We left with hearts that were broken,
						Our minds and bodies numb.
He broke the bread and passed it.		Our Master, our Teacher, our friend--
He said “My body eat”				Dead—what would we become?
Then passed the cup and said,
“From my blood do not retreat”.			Three days, He said, remember,
						For I will rise and live again,
A silence grew as he talked			No force on earth can hold me,
About a traitor among us.			For I will have victory over sin.
Each one asked, Is it I, my Lord?
Except for one— Judas.				The Sabbath dawned so bright and fair,
						Our hearts were sad as we walked along
His arrest spread very quickly;			To the garden of the Master’s tomb,
We dared not go to see,				But something was so very wrong.
Except Peter, who denied him there-- 	
Not once, not twice, but three.			The stone was gone, rolled away,
						Only angels sat inside the cave.
The crowds surrounded all the court,		“He is not here, for He has risen”
They yelled, “Set Barabbas free”.			Was the message the angels gave.
But what shall become of this man?
They screamed, “Crucify Him on a tree.”		We saw the gardener in his robe--
						Where have you placed our Lord?
Our hearts were breaking as we walked		Mary, was all He spoke to her.
Up that trail to Calvary.				It was the Savior we adored!
We saw Him, whipped, and beaten,
And falling on His knee.				He had returned, He was alive!
						We cried, our hearts were healed.
Yet not a word this healer said,			I am alive, go tell the rest
With a bloody thorny crown,			Man’s eternity is sealed.
A blood stained face, a back of stripes,
He walked that hallow ground.			I was invited to the dinner;
						I watched His death unfold;
They laid Him on that wooden cross,		I watched Him hanging from the cross,
With blood and sweat and tears.			His body limp and cold.
They nailed His hands and feet,
They mocked Him with no fears.			But I saw a brand new Jesus
						Wrapped in gold and robes of white.
						Easter brings the grace we need
[bookmark: _GoBack]						To live forever in love and light.              -dld                                      

==========================================================
Pastor’s Coffee and Donuts: Visitors and people new to Keezletown UMC are invited each week for coffee and donuts with Pastor Joel Robinette on Sunday mornings at 9:20 a.m., where you can learn introductory information about Keezletown UMC and ways to walk with Jesus. The time will end just before Sunday school and you will have the option to stay for one of the classes.
====================================================================================

PASTOR’S CHAT
	We are in the 50 days of Easter. It is worth remembering those first Easter days were strange. 
	When angels told the women at the tomb the good news of Jesus’ resurrection they were terrified, ran away, and told no one anything right away. Mary Magdalene wept at the empty tomb and it seems it took her some time to recognize Jesus standing right in front of her. The disciples did not rejoice at hearing about Jesus alive but remained locked in a room and in fear. When all the other disciples assured Thomas that Jesus had appeared to them, he responded he would not believe unless he saw Jesus for himself. Recognition and rejoicing were not immediate. 
	May it give us grace in how we treat ourselves and others to remember that recognition of God’s miraculous life and ways may come slowly and in the midst of fear, tears, confusion, and unbelief. Those are the circumstances we sometimes feel God is absent, but the Easter stories reveal that Jesus, though unrecognized, may be closer than we realize. 
	Today the resurrected Jesus can arrive unlooked for in the midst of cancer, church strife, bullying, and more. 
	During these 50 days let us be on the watch for the surprising and unexpected new life Jesus is springing up around us.                      Pastor Joel
===============================================================

ON A PERSONAL NOTE
A miracle happened today.  Not that miracles don’t happen every day, but this one touched my heart and made me cry.  What we thought was a cancerous bruise on my sister’s leg is NOT cancer—HALLELUJAH, THANK YOU SWEET JESUS! Yes, I did cry when I heard the news.  After about four days of feeling physically bad myself, it was so overwhelming good to know that God is still very much alive, working in us and for us, and answering prayers.  Miracles are happening every day…we wake up, we get up, we breathe fresh air, we hear the birds, we see the sunrise, we get a chance to love someone.  God is good…all the time.  Look for the miracles He is giving you today.      Diana
==================================================================================


Editor’s Note
I am grateful to all who contribute, and encourage each of you to be a part of this, YOUR newsletter, by submitting items of interest to the Church family. There is an envelope labeled “Newsletter Items” in the room between the sanctuary and the hallway.  Please feel free to e-mail me, hand them to me, or leave them in the envelope.  The May deadline for submissions is May 18th.  I welcome your criticisms, your submissions, and your suggestions. My home number is 269-8511 or e-mail me at AntDyna@comcast.net.   I hope that you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoy preparing it for you.  God bless you all.  
=============================================================    


   CHRISTMAS WAS THE PROMISE—EASTER IS THE PROOF!
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